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May 9, 2022 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) 

Project 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

 

This letter will serve to express our strong support of the Jacksonville Port Authority's ("JAXPORT") application to the 

U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime Administration's Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) 

Discretionary Grant Program.  

 

JAXPORT will collaborate with SSA Atlantic and Crowley Maritime to facilitate multiple projects to reduce port cargo 

handling operations' emissions and environmental impacts on the St Johns River. The project will become one of the 

nation's most significant port decarbonization efforts and provide an actionable roadmap for transitioning the region's port 

and maritime industries to zero-emission technologies. 

 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 

1. Installation of electric racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo and reduce energy 

demand 

2. Procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel consumption 

3. Procurement of battery-electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions 

and reliance on fossil fuels 

4. Installation of high-power direct current fast-charging stations and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-

emission cargo handling equipment 

5. Development of a plan to transition the port towards zero-emission technologies. 

 

This project will also prioritize impoverished communities and Empowerment Zones. In accordance, the adoption of zero- 

emission cargo handling equipment will help to improve the air quality and reduce exposure to harmful emissions in 

historically marginalized communities. Additionally, this project will help to bolster the job market and will implement a 

preferential hiring policy to encourage the hiring of personnel from underserved communities.  

 

As the Representatives for North Florida, we are excited about the potential of this project, and fully support it. We are 

confident that this project will have a tremendous impact by decreasing greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, 

improving job opportunities, and promoting long-term environmental sustainability. We urge you to give this project your 

careful consideration. Please contact either of our offices if you have any questions about this project. 

 

Sincerely, 

  
Al Lawson                                        John Rutherford                   Michael Waltz  

Member of Congress                        Member of Congress           Member of Congress 











Florida House of Representatives 
Representative Cord Byrd 

District 11 

May 4, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support Letter for Jacksonville Port Authority's Proposal to the 2022 Port Infrastructure 
Development Program 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

As a State Representative in Jacksonville, I am pleased to support the Jacksonville Port Authority 
("JAXPORT") in its application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime Administration's Port 
Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program. 

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic and Crowley Maritime-with support from 
JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and environmental 
impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the St Johns River-the 
Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville International Gateway Terminal-and develop a 
replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its supporting maritime operations to zero-emission and 
electric technologies. When complete, the project will constitute one of the largest port decarbonization 
efforts in the nation and provide an actionable roadmap for transitioning the region's port and maritime 
industries to zero-emission technologies. 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) installation of 
electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo throughput and reduce 
energy demand; 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry cranes to increase cargo capacity 
and reduce fuel consumption; 3) procurement of battery-electric high-capacity forklifts and battery­
electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and reliance on fossil fuels; 4) installation of high­
power direct current (DC) fast charging stations and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero­
emission cargo handling equipment; and, 5) development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port 
twoards zero-emission technologies. 

Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will deliver emissions 
benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically Disadvantaged 
Communities, and Empowerment Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of zero-emission cargo 

District Office: 
Robert M. Foster Justice Center 
76347 Veterans Way, Room 79 
Yulee, FL 32097 
(904) 548-9333

Email: cord.byrd@myfloridahouse.com 

Tallahassee Office: 
308 House Office Building 

402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

(850) 488-0000





SENATOR AARON BEAN 
President Pro Tempore 

4th District 

May 5, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 

COMMITTl!ES: 
App,oprt1Uon1 Subcommittee on Health and 

Human Service,, Chelr 
App,oprtaUon1, Vice Ch1/r 
Environment and Natural Resources 
Health Polley 
Reapportlonment 
Rules 

SELECT SUBCOMMITTEE: 
Select Subcommittee on Congressional 

Reapportionment 

JOINT COMMITTEES: 
Joint Select Committee on Collective Bargaining, 

Alternating Chair 
Joint Legislative Budget Commission 

RE: Support Letter for Jacksonville Port Authority's Proposal to the 2022 Port Infrastructure 
Development Program 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am pleased to support the Jacksonville Port Authority ("JAXPORT") in its application to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Maritime Administration's Port Infrastructure Development Program 
(PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program. 

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic and Crowley Maritime-with support from 
JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and environmental 
impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the St Johns River-the 
Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville International Gateway Terminal-and develop a 
replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its supporting maritime operations to zero-emission and 
electric technologies. When complete, the project will constitute one of the largest port decarbonization 
efforts in the nation and provide an actionable roadmap for transitioning the region's port and maritime 
industries to zero-emission technologies. 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: I) installation of 
electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo throughput and reduce 
energy demand; 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry cranes to increase cargo capacity 
and reduce fuel consumption; 3) procurement of battery-electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-
electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and reliance on fossil fuels; 4) installation ofhigh-
power direct current (DC) fast charging stations and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-
emission cargo handling equipment; and, 5) development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port 
twoards zero-emission technologies. 

Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will deliver emissions 
benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically Disadvantaged 

REPLY TO: 
D Duval Station, 13453 North Main Street, Suite 301, Jacksonville, Florida 32218 (904) 757-5039 FAX: (888) 263-1578 
D 404 Senate Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 (850) 487-5004 FAX: (850) 410-4805 

WILTON SIMPSON 
President of the Senate 

Senate's Website: www.flsenate.gov 

AARON BEAN 
President Pro Tempore 
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Communities, and Empowerment Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of zero-emission cargo 
handling equipment at one of the nation 's fastest growing ports will improve air quality in these areas by 
reducing harmful air emissions. The project will also incorporate a Preferential Hiring Policy to 
encourage the hiring of installation, construction, and maintenance personnel from local low-income or 
disadvantaged communities, Areas of Persistent Poverty, or underserved populations. 

In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric charging 
capacity, further deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and distributed energy 
resources to the terminals and at additional facilities throughout the port and the respective operations of 
SSA and Crowley. This would enable the expansion of resilient and efficient, zero-emission movement of 
goods and people through the Port and the Southeast. 

The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include representatives from the 
region's primary transportation planning agencies, including Florida Department of Transportation, North 
Florida Transportation Planning Organization, as well as representatives from lead environmental 
agencies, energy planning agencies, and clean air agencies as well as industry and community 
stakeholders. 

To meet our nation's aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change while improving 
the efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand for electricity, we must support 
groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by JAXPORT, SSA, and Crowley. This project not only 
supports near-tenn reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, it also improves job 
opportunities and promotes long-tenn environmental sustainability, environmental justice and equity, 
energy security, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, use oflower-carbon transportation, quality 
oflife improvements, and safety. 

I urge you to give this project your careful and full attention. Please contact me or my staff if you have 
any questions at all about my support for this project. 

Sincerely, 

Aaron Bean 
State Senator 14th District 



 
 

 

SENATOR AUDREY GIBSON 
6th District 

THE FLORIDA 
SENATE 

 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
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Judiciary, Vice Chair 
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May 6, 2022 

 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE: Letter in support of the Jacksonville Florida Port Authority’s Application for the 2022 Port Infrastructure 

Development Program 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 

Please accept this letter of support for the Jacksonville Port Authority (“JAXPORT”) application for the U.S. 

Department of Transportation Maritime Administration’s Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) 

Discretionary Grant Program.  

 

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic and Crowley Maritime—with support from JAXPORT will 

undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and environmental impacts of port cargo handling 

operations across two marine terminals along the St Johns River—the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the 

Jacksonville International Gateway Terminal—and develop a replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its 

supporting maritime operations to zero-emission and electric technologies. When complete, the project will 

constitute one of the largest port decarburization efforts in the nation and provide an actionable roadmap for 

transitioning the region’s port and maritime industries to zero-emission technologies. 

 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) installation of 

electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo throughput and reduce energy 

demand; 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel 

consumption; 3) procurement of battery-electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors 

to reduce emissions and reliance on fossil fuels; 4) installation of high-power direct current (DC) fast charging 

stations and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment; and, 5) 

development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port towards zero-emission technologies. 

 

Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will deliver emissions benefits to 

port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically Disadvantaged Communities, and 

Empowerment Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of zero-emission cargo handling equipment at one of 

the nation’s fastest growing ports will improve air quality in these areas by reducing harmful air emissions. The 

project will also incorporate a Preferential Hiring Policy to encourage the hiring of installation, construction, and 

maintenance personnel from local low-income or disadvantaged communities, Areas of Persistent Poverty, or 

underserved populations. 

 



 

 

Page 2 

 
 

In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric charging capacity, further 

deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and distributed energy resources to the terminals and at 

additional facilities throughout the port and the respective operations of SSA and Crowley. This would enable the 

expansion of resilient and efficient, zero-emission movement of goods and people through the Port and the 

Southeast. 

 

The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include representatives from the region’s 

primary transportation planning agencies, including Florida Department of Transportation, North Florida 

Transportation Planning Organization, as well as representatives from lead environmental agencies, energy 

planning agencies, and clean air agencies as well as industry and community stakeholders. 

 

To meet our nation’s aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change while improving the 

efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand for electricity, we must support 

groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by JAXPORT, SSA, and Crowley. This project not only supports 

near-term reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, it also improves job opportunities and promotes 

long-term environmental sustainability, environmental justice and equity, energy security, energy efficiency, 

economic competitiveness, use of lower-carbon transportation, quality of life improvements, and safety. 

 

JAXPORT’s application has my full support, and I ask that you give this project full consideration.  Please 

contact me if I can answer any questions about this project.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

Audrey Gibson 

State Senator 

District 6 







 
 
 

 
05/10/2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with 
Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) Project 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
On behalf of the Florida House, representing District 13, which is home to the Jacksonville Port 
Authority (“JAXPORT”),  I am pleased to support the Jacksonville Port Authority (“JAXPORT”) 
in its application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime Administration’s Port 
Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program.  
 
In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime and with the support 
from JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and 
environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the St 
Johns River; the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville International Gateway Terminal 
at Blount Island to develop a replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its supporting 
maritime operations to zero-emission and electric technologies. When complete, the project will 
constitute one of the largest port decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an actionable 
roadmap for transitioning the region’s port and maritime industries to zero-emission technologies. 
 
The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) 
installation of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo 
throughput and reduce energy demand, 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry 
cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel consumption, 3) procurement of battery-electric 
high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and reliance 
on fossil fuels, 4) installation of high-power direct current (DC) fast charging stations and 
additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 5) 
development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port towards zero-emission technologies. 
 
 

Florida House of Representatives 

Representative Tracie Davis 
District 13 

Tracie.Davis@myfloridahouse.gov 



 
 
Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will deliver 
emissions benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically 
Disadvantaged Communities, and Empowerment Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of 
zero-emission cargo handling equipment at one of the nation’s fastest growing ports will improve 
air quality in these areas by reducing harmful air emissions. The project will also incorporate a 
Preferential Hiring Policy to encourage the hiring of installation, construction, and maintenance 
personnel from local low-income or disadvantaged communities, Areas of Persistent Poverty, or 
underserved populations. 
 
In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric charging 
capacity, further deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and distributed energy 
resources to the terminals and at additional facilities throughout the port and the respective 
operations of SSA and Crowley. This would enable the expansion of resilient and efficient zero-
emission movement of goods and people through the Port and the Southeast. 
 
The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include representatives 
from the region’s primary transportation planning agencies, including Florida Department of 
Transportation, North Florida Transportation Planning Organization, as well as representatives 
from lead environmental agencies, energy planning agencies, and clean air agencies as well as 
industry and community stakeholders. 
 
To meet our nation’s aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change while 
improving the efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand for electricity, 
we must support groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by JAXPORT, SSA, and Crowley. 
This project not only supports near-term reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, it 
also improves job opportunities and promotes long-term environmental sustainability, 
environmental justice and equity, energy security, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, 
use of lower-carbon transportation, quality of life improvements, and safety. 
 
I urge you to give this project your careful consideration. Please contact me if you have any 
questions at all about my support for this project. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 Representative Tracie Davis 
Florida House District 13 
 
 
 
  



ST. JAMES BUILDING 

117 WEST DUVAL STREET, SUITE 400 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32202 
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The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support Letter for Jacksonville Port Authority's Proposal to the 2022 Port 
Infrastructure Development Program 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

On behalf of the City of Jacksonville, I am pleased to support the Jacksonville Port Authority 
("JAXPORT") in its application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime 
Administration's Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program. 

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime and with the support 
from JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and 
environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the 
St Johns River; the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville International Gateway 
Terminal at Blount Island to develop a replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its 
supporting maritime operations to zero-emission and electric technologies. When complete, the 
project will constitute one of the largest port decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an 
actionable roadmap for transitioning the region's port and maritime industries to zero-emission 
technologies. 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) 
installation of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo 
throughput and reduce energy demand, 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry 
cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel consumption, 3) procurement of battery­
electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and 
reliance on fossil fuels, 4) installation of high-power direct current (DC) fast charging stations 
and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 5) 
development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port towards zero-emission technologies. 

Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will deliver 
emissions benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically 
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May 9,2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secreta ry of Tra nsportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
L200 New Jersey Ave, SE

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT Exemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with Sustainable Solutions
(EXPRESS) Project

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On behalf of the Conference of Minority of Transportation Officials (COMTO) Jacksonville Chapter, I am
pleased to support the Jacksonville Port Authority ("JAXPORT") in its application to the U.S. Department
of Transportation Maritime Administration's Port lnfrastructure Development program (plDp)
Discretiona ry Gra nt Program.

JAXPORT leadership has engaged with a multiplicity of agencies with the purpose of having open and
candid conversations to provide solutions and increase opportunities for small minority businesses.

JAXPORT is one of several agencies from the Northeast Florida region that participates at our COMTO
meetings to inform members of training and bid opportunities. These meetings present a valued
extension of each agency representative's core job responsibilities to connect with small businesses and
to increase and diversify minority participation in current and upcoming bids. This is an excellent way to
fulfillthe COMTo mission while growing agency, individual and HUB/DBE memberships locally and
nationally.

It is because of JAXPORT's hard work and dedication to the localchapter and to the Conference of
Minority Transportation Officials (COMTO) that I am submitting this letter of support for JAXpORT to
receive the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime Administration's port lnfrastructure
Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant program.

ln connection with this project proposal, and with the support of SSA Atlantic and Crowley Maritime,
JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and environmental
impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the St Johns River, the
Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville lnternational Gateway Terminal at Blount lsland, to
develop a replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its supportíng maritime operations to zero-
emission and electric technologies. When complete, the project will constitute one of the largest port
decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an actionable roadmap for transitioning the region,s
port and maritime industries to zero-emission technologies.

Cc¡n fèr'cnçe o f' M i trorit;,'lla nsportaliotr O lfìc ials



The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) installation
of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo throughput and
reduce energy demand; 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry cranes to increase cargo
capacity and to reduce fuel consumption; 3) procurement of battery-electric high-capacity forklifts and
battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and reliance on fossilfuels;4) installation of
high-power direct current (DC) fast charging stations and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting
zero-emission cargo handling equipment; and 5) development of a scalable plan for transitioning the
port towards zero-emission technologies.

Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project, which will deliver emissions
benefits to port communities identífied as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically Disadvantaged
Communities, and Empowerment Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of zero-emission cargo
handling equipment at one of the nation's fastest growing ports will improve air quality in these areas
by reducing harmful air emissions. The project will also incorporate a preferential Hiring policy to
encourage the hiring of installation, construction, and maintenance personnel from local low-income or
disadvantaged communities, Areas of Persistent Poverty, or underserved populations.

ln future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric charging capacity,
further deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and distributed energy resources to
the terminals and at additional facilities throughout the port and the respective operations of SSA

Atlantic and Crowley. This will enable the expansion of resilient and efficient zero-emission movement
of goods and people through the port and the Southeast.

The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include representatives from the
region's primary transportation planning agencies, including Florida Department of Transportation,
North Florida Transportation Planning Organization, representatives from lead environmental agencíes,
energy planning agencies, and clean air agencies, as well as industry and community stakeholders.

To meet our nation's aggressive emissions reduction goals and to address climate change while
improving the efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand for electricity, we
must support groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by JAXpORT, SSA Atlantic, and Crowley.
This project not only supports near-term reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, it will
also improve job opportunities. lt also promotes long-term environmental sustainability, environmental
justice and equity, energy security, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, use of lower-carbon
transportation, quality of life improvements, and safety.

I urge you to give this project your careful consideration. Please contact me if you have any questions at
all about my support for this project.
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si ly,

inr
COMTO National Board Member
President, COMTO Jacksonville Chapter
100 LaVilla Center Drive
Jacksonville, Flo rida 32204
(e04) 6ee-343s
clmacklin@itafla.com
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April 28, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with Sustainable Solutions 
(EXPRESS) Project 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

On behalf of Enterprise Florida, the official economic and trade development organization 
for the State of Utah, I am pleased to support the Jacksonville Port Authority ("JAXPORT") 
in its application to the U.S. Department ofTransportation Maritime Administration's Port 
Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program. 

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime and with the 
support from JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the 
emissions and environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two 
marine terminals along the St Johns River; the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the 
Jacksonville International Gateway Terminal at Blount Island to develop a replicable 
strategy for transitioning the port and its supporting maritime operations to zero­
emission and electric technologies. When complete, the project will constitute one of the 
largest port decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an actionable roadmap for 
transitioning the region's port and maritime industries to zero-emission technologies. 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 
1) installation of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to 
increase cargo throughput and reduce energy demand, 2) procurement of hybrid-electric 
rubber-tired gantry cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel consumption, 3) 
procurement of battery-electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard 
hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and reliance on fossil fuels, 4) installation of high­
power direct current (DC) fast charging stations and additional make-ready stub-outs 
supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and S) development of a scalable 
plan for transitioning the port towards zero-emission technologies. 

Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will 
deliver emissions benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, 
Historically Disadvantaged Communities, and Empowerment Zones. Supporting the 
widespread adoption of zero-emission cargo handling equipment at one of the nation's 
fastest growing ports will improve air quality in these areas by reducing harmful air 
emissions. The project will also incorporate a Preferential Hiring Policy to encourage the 

Govsrnor Ron Ds5anlis, 
Chairman 

Marc Ad/or, 

Doputy 5DCrotary of Commercs 
President & CEO 
Enterpriss Florida, Inc. 

ORLANOO 
800 North Magnolia Avenue 
Suite 1100 
Onando, Florida 32803 
T 407-95f>.5600 

MIAMI 
201 Alhambra Circle 
Suite610 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
T 305-808-3660 

TALLAHASSEE 
101 North Monroe Street 
Suite 1000 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
T 850-298-6620 



hiring of installation, construction, and maintenance personnel from local low-income or 
disadvantaged communities, Areas of Persistent Poverty, or underserved populations. 

In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric 
charging capacity, further deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 
distributed energy resources to the terminals and at additional facilities throughout the 
port and the respective operations of SSA and Crowley. This would enable the expansion 
of resilient and efficient zero-emission movement of goods and people through the Port 
and the Southeast. 

The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include 
representatives from the region's primary transportation planning agencies, including 
Florida Department of Transportation, North Florida Transportation Planning 
Organization, as well as representatives from lead environmental agencies, energy 
planning agencies, and clean air agencies as well as industry and community stakeholders. 

To meet our nation's aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change 
while improving the efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand 
for electricity, we must support groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by 
JAXPORT, SSA, and Crowley. This project not only supports near-term reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, it also improves job opportunities and promotes 
long-term environmental sustainability, environmental justice and equity, energy 
security, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, use of lower-carbon 
transportation, quality of life improvements, and safety. 

I urge you to give this project your careful consideration. Please contact me if you have 
any questions at all about my support for this project. 

Sincerely, , 

,{cUffda~. 
Larry Bernaski 
Regional Manager of International Trade Development 
and Marine Industry Specialist 
Enterprise Florida 
3 Independent Drive 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
904-359-9350 
LBernaski@Enterprise Flo rid a .com 
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April 25, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secreta1y of Transportation 
U.S. Depaitment of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with 

Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) Project 

Dear Mr. Secreta1y: 

On behalf of ILA Local 1408 I am pleased to support the Jacksonville Port Authority 
(" JAXPORT") in its application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime 
Administration's Port Infrastrncture Development Program (PIDP) Discretionaiy Grant Program. 

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime and with the support 
from JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and 
environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the 
St Johns River; the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville International Gateway 
Terminal to develop a replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its supporting maritime 
operations to zero-emission and electric technologies. When complete, the project will constitute 
one of the largest port decarbonization effo1is in the nation and provide an actionable roadmap 
for transitioning the region's port and maritime industries to zero-emission technologies. 

The project includes five primaiy components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) 
installation of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo 
throughput and reduce energy demand, 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry 
cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel consumption, 3) procurement ofbattery­
electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and 
reliance on fossil fuels, 4) installation of high-power direct current (DC) fast charging stations 
and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 5) 
development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port towards zero-emission technologies. 

Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will deliver 
emissions benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically 
Disadvantaged Communities, and Empowerment Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of 
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April26,2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with 

Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) Project

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On behalf of the International Longshoremen's Association, Local 1593, I am pleased to 
support the Jacksonville Port Authority ("JAXPORT") in its application to the U.S. Department 
of Transportation Maritime Administration's Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) 
Discretionary Grant Program. 

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime and with the support 
from JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and 
environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the 
St Johns River; the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville International Gateway 
Terminal to develop a replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its supporting maritime 
operations to zero-emission and electric technologies. When complete, the project will constitute 
one of the largest port decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an actionable roadmap 
for transitioning the region's port and maritime industries to zero-emission technologies. 

The project includes five ptimary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1 )  
installation of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo 
throughput and reduce energy demand, 2 )  procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry 
cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel consumption, 3) procurement of battery-
electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and 
reliance on fossil fuels, 4) installation of high-power direct current (DC) fast charging stations 
and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 5) 
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April 29, 2022 
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The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

· Gaorgetown 

Charleston 
Port Royal 

S,vannah 

Brunsw,ck 
SI.Mary's 

Tampa 

Fernadina Beach 
Jackaonvilla 

Cocoa 

Fort Pierce Riv\era 
W•t Palm Beach 

Fort Lauderdale 
Miami 

RE: Support Letter for Jacksonville Port Authority's Proposal to the 2022 Port 
Infrastructure Development Program 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

On behalf of the South Atlantic & Gulf Coast District, ILA, I am pleased to support the 
Jacksonville Port Authority ("JAXPORT") in its application to the U.S. Department of 
Transportation Maritime Administration's Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) 
Discretionary Grant Program. 

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime and with the support 
from JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and 
environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the St 
Johns River; the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville lntemational Gateway Terminal 
to develop a replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its supporting maritime operations to 
zero-emission and electric technologies. When complete, the project will constitute one of the 
largest port decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an actionable roadmap for 
transitioning the region's port and maritime industries to zero-emission technologies. 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) 

installation of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo 
throughput and reduce energy demand, 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry 
cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel consumption, 3) procurement of battery-electric 
high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and reliance 
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April 25, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Support Letter for Jacksonville Port Authority’s Proposal to the 2022 Port Infrastructure 
Development Program 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary, 
 
On behalf of the Florida Harbor Pilots Association, I am pleased to support the Jacksonville Port 
Authority (“JAXPORT”) in its application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime 
Administration’s Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program.  
 
In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime, and with the support from 
JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and environmental 
impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the St. Johns River; the 
Talleyrand Marine Terminal, and the Jacksonville International Gateway Terminal to develop a replicable 
strategy for transitioning the port and its supporting maritime operations to zero-emission and electric 
technologies.  When complete, the project will constitute one of the largest port decarbonization efforts in 
the nation and provide an actionable roadmap for transitioning the region’s port and maritime industries 
to zero-emission technologies. 
 
The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) installation of 
electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo throughput and reduce 
energy demand, 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry cranes to increase cargo capacity 
and reduce fuel consumption, 3) procurement of battery-electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-
electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and reliance on fossil fuels, 4) installation of high-
power direct current (DC) fast charging stations and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-
emission cargo handling equipment, and 5) development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port 
towards zero-emission technologies. 
 
Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project.  The project will deliver emissions 
benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically Disadvantaged 
Communities, and Empowerment Zones.  Supporting the widespread adoption of zero-emission cargo 
handling equipment at one of the nation’s fastest growing ports will improve air quality in these areas by 
reducing harmful air emissions.  The project will also incorporate a Preferential Hiring Policy to 
encourage the hiring of installation, construction, and maintenance personnel from local low-income or 
disadvantaged communities, Areas of Persistent Poverty, or underserved populations. 
 
In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric charging 
capacity, further deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and distributed energy 
resources to the terminals and at additional facilities throughout the port and the respective operations of 



SSA and Crowley.  This would enable the expansion of resilient and efficient zero-emission movement of 
goods and people through the Port and the Southeast. 
 
The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include representatives from the 
region’s primary transportation planning agencies, including Florida Department of Transportation, North 
Florida Transportation Planning Organization, as well as representatives from lead environmental 
agencies, energy planning agencies, and clean air agencies as well as industry and community 
stakeholders. 
 
To meet our nation’s aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change while improving 
the efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand for electricity, we must support 
groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by JAXPORT, SSA, and Crowley.  This project not only 
supports near-term reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, it also improves job 
opportunities and promotes long-term environmental sustainability, environmental justice and equity, 
energy security, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, use of lower-carbon transportation, quality 
of life improvements, and safety. 
 
I urge you to give this project your careful consideration. Please contact me if you have any questions at 
all about my support for this project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Captain Ben Borgie, President 
Florida Harbor Pilots Association 
P.O. Box 38294 
Tallahassee, FL 32315 
captben@floridapilots.com  
321.223.8766 
 

mailto:captben@floridapilots.com
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May 5, 2022 
 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to 
Reduce Emissions with Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) 
Project 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
We, the Executive Committee of the Florida Maritime Partnership, 
which represents the state’s diverse domestic maritime industry, 
express our support of the Jacksonville Port Authority - JAXPORT 
EXPRESS application to the U.S. Department of Transportation 
Maritime Administration’s Port Infrastructure Development 
Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program. 
 
This public/private partnership project between SSA Atlantic, 
Crowley Maritime, and JAXPORT will reduce emissions and 
environmental impacts at two marine terminals and develop a 
strategy for transitioning the port, and its supporting maritime 
operations to zero-emission and electric technologies. When 
complete, the project will constitute one of the largest port 
decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an roadmap for 
transitioning the region’s port and maritime industries to zero-
emission technologies. 
 
The project will deliver emissions benefits to port communities 
identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically 
Disadvantaged Communities, and Empowerment Zones. 
Supporting the widespread adoption of zero-emission cargo 
handling equipment at one of the nation’s fastest growing ports will 
improve air quality in these areas by reducing harmful air 
emissions. 
 
We encourage your careful consideration of this ambitious project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
FMP Executive Committee 



 
 

April 27, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation  
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with 
Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) Project 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
On behalf of the Florida Ports Council, I write in support of the Jacksonville Port Authority 
(“JAXPORT”) in its application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime 
Administration’s Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant 
Program.  

 
This innovative Public-Private Partnership that brings together SSA Atlantic, Crowley 
Maritime and JAXPORT that will undertake several project components to reduce 
emissions and environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine 
terminals; the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville International Gateway 
Terminal at Blount Island Marine Terminal to develop a replicable approach for 
transitioning the port, and its supporting maritime operations, to zero-emission and electric 
technologies. Once complete, the project will constitute one of the largest port 
decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an actionable roadmap for transitioning 
the region’s port and maritime industries to zero-emission technologies. 
 
These five primary components of this project will enable substantial emissions reductions: 
1) installation of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to 
increase cargo throughput and reduce energy demand, 2) procurement of hybrid-electric 
rubber-tired gantry cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel consumption, 3) 
procurement of battery-electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard 
hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and reliance on fossil fuels, 4) installation of high-
power direct current (DC) fast charging stations and additional make-ready stub-outs 
supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 5) development of a scalable plan 
for transitioning the port towards zero-emission technologies. 
 
It is important to note that equity and opportunity for all are important components of the 
project. The project will deliver emissions benefits to port communities identified as Areas 
of Persistent Poverty, Historically Disadvantaged Communities, and Empowerment Zones. 
Supporting the widespread adoption of zero-emission cargo handling equipment at one of 
the nation’s fastest growing ports will improve air quality in these areas by reducing 
harmful air emissions. The project will also incorporate a Preferential Hiring Policy to 



 
 

encourage the hiring of installation, construction, and maintenance personnel from local 
low-income or disadvantaged communities, Areas of Persistent Poverty, or underserved 
populations. 
 
In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric 
charging capacity, further deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 
distributed energy resources to the terminals and at additional facilities throughout the port 
and the respective operations of SSA and Crowley. This will enable the expansion of 
resilient and efficient zero-emission movement of goods and people through the Port and 
the Southeast. 
 
The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include 
representatives from the region’s primary transportation planning agencies, including 
Florida Department of Transportation, North Florida Transportation Planning Organization, 
as well as representatives from lead environmental agencies, energy planning agencies, and 
clean air agencies as well as industry and community stakeholders. 
 
To meet our nation’s aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change, 
while improving the efficiency of our domestic ports we must support groundbreaking 
projects such as this Public-Private Partnership. This project not only supports near-term 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, it also improves job opportunities 
and promotes long-term environmental sustainability, environmental justice and equity, 
energy security, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, use of lower-carbon 
transportation, quality of life improvements, and safety. 
 
I urge your careful consideration of this innovative project. Please contact me if you have 
any questions at all about my support for this project. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Mike Rubin 
President & CEO  
Florida Ports Council 
 
 



May 5, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with 
Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) Project 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

On behalf of Greenscape of Jacksonville, Inc., I am pleased to support the Jacksonville Port Authority 
(“JAXPORT”) in its application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime Administration’s Port 
Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program.  

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime and with the support from 
JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and environmental impacts 
of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the St Johns River; the Talleyrand 
Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville International Gateway Terminal at Blount Island to develop a 
replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its supporting maritime operations to zero-emission and 
electric technologies. When complete, the project will constitute one of the largest port decarbonization 
efforts in the nation and provide an actionable roadmap for transitioning the region’s port and maritime 
industries to zero-emission technologies. 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) installation of 
electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo throughput and reduce 
energy demand, 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry cranes to increase cargo capacity 
and reduce fuel consumption, 3) procurement of battery-electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-
electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and reliance on fossil fuels, 4) installation of high-
power direct current (DC) fast charging stations and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-
emission cargo handling equipment, and 5) development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port 
towards zero-emission technologies. 

Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will deliver emissions 
benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically Disadvantaged 
Communities, and Empowerment Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of zero-emission cargo 
handling equipment at one of the nation’s fastest growing ports will improve air quality in these areas by 
reducing harmful air emissions. The project will also incorporate a Preferential Hiring Policy to encourage 
the hiring of installation, construction, and maintenance personnel from local low-income or 
disadvantaged communities, Areas of Persistent Poverty, or under served populations. 



In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric charging capacity, 
further deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and distributed energy resources to the 
terminals and at additional facilities throughout the port and the respective operations of SSA and 
Crowley. This would enable the expansion of resilient and efficient zero-emission movement of goods and 
people through the Port and the Southeast. 

The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include representatives from the 
region’s primary transportation planning agencies, including Florida Department of Transportation, North 
Florida Transportation Planning Organization, as well as representatives from lead environmental 
agencies, energy planning agencies, and clean air agencies as well as industry and community 
stakeholders. 

To meet our nation’s aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change while improving 
the efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand for electricity, we must support 
groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by JAXPORT, SSA, and Crowley. This project not only 
supports near-term reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, it also improves job 
opportunities and promotes long-term environmental sustainability, environmental justice and equity, 
energy security, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, use of lower-carbon transportation, quality 
of life improvements, and safety. 

I urge you to give this project your careful consideration. Please contact me if you have any questions at 
all about my support for this project. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Grubba 

Lisa Grubba 
Executive Director, Greenscape of Jacksonville, Inc. 
1468 Hendricks Ave. 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
904.398.5757 
lisagrubba@greenscapeofjax.org 

1468 Hendricks Avenue 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 

Phone (904) 398-5757 
info@greenscapeofjax.org 

greenscapeofjax.org 

mailto:info@greenscapeofjax.org


3 Independent Drive | Jacksonville, Florida 32202 | Office (904) 366-6600 | Fax (904) 632-0617 | www.myjaxchamber.com 

May 6, 2022 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of the JAX Chamber, I am pleased to support the Jacksonville Port Authority (“JAXPORT”) in its 
application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime Administration’s Port Infrastructure Development 
Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program. JAXPORT has been a valuable partner and a key investment to our 
region in attracting talent and stimulating economic growth. This project proposal proves valuable to our 
community with the promise to effectively reduce emissions and environmental impacts of operations along the 
St. Johns River, Talleyrand Marine Terminal, and the Jacksonville International Gateway Terminal at Blount Island. 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: installation of electrified 
racks/stacks, procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel 
consumption, procurement of battery-electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors to 
reduce emissions and reliance on fossil fuels, installation of high-power direct current (DC) fast charging stations 
and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and the development of 
a scalable plan for transitioning the port towards zero-emission technologies.  

Upon completion, the project will constitute one of the largest port decarbonization efforts in the nation and 
provide an actionable roadmap for transitioning the region’s port and maritime industries to zero-emission 
technologies. In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding resources that will enable the 
expansion of resilient and efficient zero-emission movement of goods and people through the Port and the 
Southeast. 

The PIDP not only supports near-term reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, it also improves job 
opportunities and promotes long-term environmental sustainability, environmental justice and equity, energy 
security, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, use of lower-carbon transportation, quality of life 
improvements, and safety. The project will deliver emissions benefits to port communities identified as Areas of 
Persistent Poverty, Historically Disadvantaged Communities, and Empowerment Zones and incorporate a 
Preferential Hiring Policy to encourage the hiring of installation, construction, and maintenance personnel from 
local low-income or disadvantaged communities, Areas of Persistent Poverty, or underserved populations. 

I urge you to give this project your careful consideration. Please contact me if you have any questions at all about 
my support for this project. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Davis  
President and CEO, 
JAX Chamber 
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May 10, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT Exemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions 
with Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) Project 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

On behalf of the Jacksonville Transportation Authority, I am pleased to support the 
Jacksonville Port Authority (“JAXPORT”) in its application to the U.S. Department of 
Transportation Maritime Administration’s Port Infrastructure Development Program 
(PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program.  

In connection with this project proposal, and with the support of SSA Atlantic and 
Crowley Maritime, JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the 
emissions and environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two 
marine terminals along the St Johns River, the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the 
Jacksonville International Gateway Terminal at Blount Island, to develop a replicable 
strategy for transitioning the port and its supporting maritime operations to zero-emission 
and electric technologies. When complete, the project will constitute one of the largest 
port decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an actionable roadmap for 
transitioning the region’s port and maritime industries to zero-emission technologies. 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions:  
• Installation of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) 

to increase cargo throughput and reduce energy demand 
• Procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry cranes to increase cargo 

capacity and reduce fuel consumption 
• Procurement of battery-electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard 

hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and reliance on fossil fuels 
• Installation of high-power direct current (DC) fast charging stations and 

additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-emission cargo handling 
equipment 

• Development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port towards zero-emission 
technologies. 

 
Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will 
deliver emissions benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, 
Historically Disadvantaged Communities, and Empowerment Zones. Supporting the 
widespread adoption of zero-emission cargo handling equipment at one of the nation’s 
fastest growing ports will improve air quality in these areas by reducing harmful air 
emissions. The project will also incorporate a Preferential Hiring Policy to encourage the 
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hiring of installation, construction, and maintenance personnel from local low-income or 
disadvantaged communities, Areas of Persistent Poverty, or underserved populations. 

In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric 
charging capacity, further deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 
distributed energy resources to the terminals and at additional facilities throughout the 
port and the respective operations of SSA and Crowley. This would enable the expansion 
of resilient and efficient zero-emission movement of goods and people through the Port 
and the Southeast. 

The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include 
representatives from the region’s primary transportation planning agencies, including 
Florida Department of Transportation, North Florida Transportation Planning 
Organization, as well as representatives from lead environmental agencies, energy 
planning agencies, and clean air agencies as well as industry and community 
stakeholders. 

To meet our nation’s aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change 
while improving the efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand 
for electricity, we must support groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by 
JAXPORT, SSA, and Crowley. This project not only supports near-term reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, it also improves job opportunities and promotes 
long-term environmental sustainability, environmental justice and equity, energy 
security, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, use of lower-carbon 
transportation, quality of life improvements, and safety. 

I urge you to give this project your careful consideration. If you have any questions about 
my support for this project, please contact me at (904) 632-5500. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 

Nathaniel P. Ford Sr. 
Chief Executive Officer 

 



 
May 4, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions 
with Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) Project 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
We are pleased to support the Jacksonville Port Authority (“JAXPORT”) in its 
application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime Administration’s Port 
Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program. The Marine 
Science Research Institute at Jacksonville University has worked with JAXPORT on a 
variety of projects to benefit the local environment for many years. We have also 
partnered with Crowley Marine in recent years, and we are happy to see this 
collaboration. 
 
In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime and with the 
support from JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the 
emissions and environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two 
marine terminals along the St Johns River; the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the 
Jacksonville International Gateway Terminal at Blount Island to develop a replicable 
strategy for transitioning the port and its supporting maritime operations to zero-emission 
and electric technologies. It is our understanding that when complete, the project will 
constitute one of the largest port decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an 
actionable roadmap for transitioning the region’s port and maritime industries to zero-
emission technologies. 
 
We are very supportive of the equity and opportunity for all that are central components 
to this project. It will deliver emissions benefits to port communities identified as Areas 
of Persistent Poverty, Historically Disadvantaged Communities, and Empowerment 
Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of zero-emission cargo handling equipment 
at one of the nation’s fastest growing ports will improve air quality in these areas by 
reducing harmful air emissions.  
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In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric 
charging capacity, further deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 
distributed energy resources to the terminals and at additional facilities throughout the 
port and the respective operations of SSA and Crowley. This would enable the expansion 
of resilient and efficient zero-emission movement of goods and people through the Port 
and the Southeast. 
 
The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include 
representatives from the region’s primary transportation planning agencies, including 
Florida Department of Transportation, North Florida Transportation Planning 
Organization, as well as representatives from lead environmental agencies, energy 
planning agencies, and clean air agencies as well as industry and community 
stakeholders. 
 
To meet our nation’s aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change 
while improving the efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand 
for electricity, we must support groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by 
JAXPORT, SSA, and Crowley. This project not only supports near-term reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, it also improves job opportunities and promotes 
long-term environmental sustainability, environmental justice and equity, energy 
security, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, use of lower-carbon 
transportation, quality of life improvements, and safety. 
 
I urge you to give this project your careful consideration. Please contact me if you have 
any questions at all about my support for this project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
A. Quinton White, Jr. Ph.D. 
Executive Director, MSRI 
Professor of Biology and Marine Science 
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May 6, 2022 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with 

Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) Project 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

 

The North Florida Green Chamber of Commerce’s mission is to promote the region's economy 

by helping businesses thrive with a focus on people, planet, and prosperity for generations to 

come.  In strong alignment with our mission, I am pleased to support the Jacksonville Port 

Authority (“JAXPORT”) in its application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime 

Administration’s Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program. 

Their proposal will contribute to the countries goals of reducing emissions, clean the air and 

water of our local community, and serves historically underserved areas, which contributes to the 

overall health of our community.   

 

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime and with the support 

from JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and 

environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the 

St Johns River; the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville International Gateway 

Terminal at Blount Island to develop a replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its 

supporting maritime operations to zero-emission and electric technologies. When complete, the 

project will constitute one of the largest port decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an 

actionable roadmap for transitioning the region’s port and maritime industries to zero-emission 

technologies. 

 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) 

installation of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo 

throughput and reduce energy demand, 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry 

cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel consumption, 3) procurement of battery-

electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and 

reliance on fossil fuels, 4) installation of high-power direct current (DC) fast charging stations 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.northfloridagreenchamber.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJHandley%40bdo.com%7Cbffd285f7b89488dbe5608d7d571493c%7C6e57fc1a413e405091da7d2dc8543e3c%7C0%7C0%7C637212554845379037&sdata=k3EHpN5E7fdxNB%2BbPRzZfRkZFZXJ0TNQB%2BOoVtiGolA%3D&reserved=0


and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 5) 

development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port towards zero-emission technologies. 

 

Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will deliver 

emissions benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically 

Disadvantaged Communities, and Empowerment Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of 

zero-emission cargo handling equipment at one of the nation’s fastest growing ports will 

improve air quality in these areas by reducing harmful air emissions. The project will also 

incorporate a Preferential Hiring Policy to encourage the hiring of installation, construction, and 

maintenance personnel from local low-income or disadvantaged communities, Areas of 

Persistent Poverty, or underserved populations. 

 

In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric charging 

capacity, further deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and distributed energy 

resources to the terminals and at additional facilities throughout the port and the respective 

operations of SSA and Crowley. This would enable the expansion of resilient and efficient zero-

emission movement of goods and people through the Port and the Southeast. 

 

The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include representatives 

from the region’s primary transportation planning agencies, including Florida Department of 

Transportation, North Florida Transportation Planning Organization, as well as representatives 

from lead environmental agencies, energy planning agencies, and clean air agencies as well as 

industry and community stakeholders. 

 

To meet our nation’s aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change while 

improving the efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand for 

electricity, we must support groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by JAXPORT, SSA, 

and Crowley. This project not only supports near-term reductions in greenhouse gas emissions 

and pollution, it also improves job opportunities and promotes long-term environmental 

sustainability, environmental justice and equity, energy security, energy efficiency, economic 

competitiveness, use of lower-carbon transportation, quality of life improvements, and safety. 

 

I urge you to give this project your careful consideration. Please contact me if you have any 

questions at all about my support for this project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christina W. Kelcourse  
 

Christina W. Kelcourse, Esq., CFP, CRPC 

Executive Director, North Florida Green Chamber of Commerce  

1361 13th Ave S, Suite 230, Jax Beach FL 32250  

904-878-3474 

NorthFloridaGreenChamber@gmail.com  

 

mailto:NorthFloridaGreenChamber@gmail.com


 

Florida Department of Transportation 
RON DESANTIS 605 Suwannee Street 

 

 

JARED W. PERDUE, P.E. 

GOVERNOR Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450 SECRETARY 

 

April 29, 2022 
 

Mr. Eric Green 

Chief Executive Officer 

Jacksonville Port Authority 

2831 Talleyrand Avenue 

Jacksonville, Florida 32206 

 

RE: State Funds Commitment Letter, Jaxport Exemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions 

with Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) Project, U.S. Department of Transportation, 

Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP), FY 2022 Appropriations Act 

 

Dear Mr. Green: 

 

This letter serves to document the Florida Department of Transportation’s commitment of 

state funds for the cost sharing of design and construction activities with the Jacksonville 

Port Authority at their Blount Island & Talleyrand Marine Terminals. These terminals have 

received the following Non-Federal funding commitment from the State of Florida: 

 

State Grant Source 
Allowable 

 Use 

Available for 
Expenditure through 

Amount 

 

G2408 
State 

Transportation 

Trust Fund 

Design and 
Construction 

03/31/2026 $3,100,000.00 

 

G1L95 

State 

Transportation 

Trust Fund 

Design and 
Construction 

11/29/2024 $2,150,000.00 

 

Once completed, these coastal seaport infrastructure projects will improve the safety, 

efficiency, and reliability of the movement of goods through the Jacksonville Port Authority's 

Blount Island & Talleyrand Marine Terminals. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Greg Evans 
District Two Secretary 

 

 

Improve Safety, Enhance Mobility, Inspire Innovation 

www.fdot.gov 
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�L Jjol1nz tfilar Jilot J\zzociation 
PORT OF JACKSONVILLE 

FLORIDA 

4910 OCEAN STREET 

ATLANTIC BEACH, FLORIDA 32233 

Telephone - 904-249-5631 
FAX - 904/249-7523 

April 26, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with 

Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) Project

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

On behalf of the St. Johns Bar Pilot Association, I am pleased to support the Jacksonville Port 
Authority ("JAXPORT') in its application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime 
Administration's Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program. 

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic and Crowley Maritime-with support 
from JAX PORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and 
environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the 
St Johns River-the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville International Gateway 
Terminal-and develop a replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its supporting 
maritime operations to zero-emission and electric technologies. When complete, the project will 
constitute one of the largest port decarhonization efforts in the nation and provide an actionable 
roadmap for transitioning the region's port and maritime industries to zero-emission 
technologies. 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: I) 
installation of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo 
throughput and reduce energy demand; 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry 
cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce foe! consumption; 3) procurement of battery­
electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and 
reliance on fossil fuels; 4) installation of high-power direct current (DC) fast charging stations 
and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment; and, 5) 
development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port twoards zero-emission technologies. 

Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will deliver 
emissions benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically 
Disadvantaged Communities, and Empowerment Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of 
zero-emission cargo handling equipment at one of the nation's fastest growing ports will 

WE ARE THE "JACKSONVILLE PILOTS" 





Sunshine Organics & Compost  
6478 Buffalo Ave, 

Jacksonville, FL 32208 

 (904) 900-3072 

  
www.CompostJax.com  

 

 

May 9, 2022 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with 

Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) Project 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

 

Sunshine Organics and Compost is pleased to support our neighbors, the Jacksonville Port 

Authority (“JAXPORT”) in its application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime 

Administration’s Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program. 

Their commitment to improve our community through the project outlined below is impressive 

and will have a positive impact on our air and water quality.  

 

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime and with the support 

from JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and 

environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the 

St Johns River; the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville International Gateway 

Terminal at Blount Island to develop a replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its 

supporting maritime operations to zero-emission and electric technologies. When complete, the 

project will constitute one of the largest port decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an 

actionable roadmap for transitioning the region’s port and maritime industries to zero-emission 

technologies. 

 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) 

installation of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo 

throughput and reduce energy demand, 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry 

cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel consumption, 3) procurement of battery-

electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and 

reliance on fossil fuels, 4) installation of high-power direct current (DC) fast charging stations 

and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 5) 

development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port towards zero-emission technologies. 

 

http://www.compostjax.com/


Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will deliver 

emissions benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically 

Disadvantaged Communities, and Empowerment Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of 

zero-emission cargo handling equipment at one of the nation’s fastest growing ports will 

improve air quality in these areas by reducing harmful air emissions. The project will also 

incorporate a Preferential Hiring Policy to encourage the hiring of installation, construction, and 

maintenance personnel from local low-income or disadvantaged communities, Areas of 

Persistent Poverty, or underserved populations. 

 

In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric charging 

capacity, further deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and distributed energy 

resources to the terminals and at additional facilities throughout the port and the respective 

operations of SSA and Crowley. This would enable the expansion of resilient and efficient zero-

emission movement of goods and people through the Port and the Southeast. 

 

The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include representatives 

from the region’s primary transportation planning agencies, including Florida Department of 

Transportation, North Florida Transportation Planning Organization, as well as representatives 

from lead environmental agencies, energy planning agencies, and clean air agencies as well as 

industry and community stakeholders. 

 

To meet our nation’s aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change while 

improving the efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand for 

electricity, we must support groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by JAXPORT, SSA, 

and Crowley. This project not only supports near-term reductions in greenhouse gas emissions 

and pollution, it also improves job opportunities and promotes long-term environmental 

sustainability, environmental justice and equity, energy security, energy efficiency, economic 

competitiveness, use of lower-carbon transportation, quality of life improvements, and safety. 

 

I urge you to give this project your careful consideration. Please contact me if you have any 

questions at all about my support for this project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mike Kelcourse  

 

Michael Kelcourse 

Owner & President, Sunshine Organics and Compost  

6478 Buffalo Ave, 
Jacksonville, FL 32208 

(904) 900-3072 

  
www.CompostJax.com  

 

http://www.compostjax.com/


April 27, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) 
Project

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

On behalf of the North Florida Transportation Planning Organization (North Florida TPO), I am pleased to support 
the Jacksonville Port Authority (“JAXPORT”) in its application to the U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime 
Administration’s Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant Program.  

In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime and with the support from JAXPORT will 
undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and environmental impacts of port cargo 
handling operations across two marine terminals along the St Johns River; the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and 
the Jacksonville International Gateway Terminal at Blount Island to develop a replicable strategy for transitioning 
the port and its supporting maritime operations to zero-emission and electric technologies. When complete, the 
project will constitute one of the largest port decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an actionable 
roadmap for transitioning the region’s port and maritime industries to zero-emission technologies. 

The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) installation of 
electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo throughput and reduce energy 
demand, 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel 
consumption, 3) procurement of battery-electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/
tractors to reduce emissions and reliance on fossil fuels, 4) installation of high-power direct current (DC) fast 
charging stations and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 
5) development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port towards zero-emission technologies.

Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will deliver emissions benefits 
to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically Disadvantaged Communities, and 
Empowerment Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of zero-emission cargo handling equipment at one of 
the nation’s fastest growing ports will improve air quality in these areas by reducing harmful air emissions. The 
project will also incorporate a Preferential Hiring Policy to encourage the hiring of installation, construction, and 
maintenance personnel from local low-income or disadvantaged communities, Areas of Persistent Poverty, or 
underserved populations. 

In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric charging capacity, further 
deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and distributed energy resources to the terminals and 
at additional facilities throughout the port and the respective operations of SSA and Crowley. This would enable 
the expansion of resilient and efficient zero-emission movement of goods and people through the Port and the 
Southeast. 



The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include representatives from the 
region’s primary transportation planning agencies, including Florida Department of Transportation, North 
Florida Transportation Planning Organization, as well as representatives from lead environmental agencies, 
energy planning agencies, and clean air agencies as well as industry and community stakeholders. 
 
To meet our nation’s aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change while improving the 
efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand for electricity, we must support 
groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by JAXPORT, SSA, and Crowley. This project not only supports 
near-term reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, it also improves job opportunities and 
promotes long-term environmental sustainability, environmental justice and equity, energy security, energy 
efficiency, economic competitiveness, use of lower-carbon transportation, quality of life improvements, and 
safety. 
 
I urge you to give this project your careful consideration. Please contact me if you have any questions at all 
about my support for this project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jeff A. Sheffield 
Executive Director 



 
May 12, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Support Letter for JAXPORT EXemplifying Potential to Reduce Emissions with 

Sustainable Solutions (EXPRESS) Project 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
On behalf of the Northeast Florida Regional Council, I am pleased to support the Jacksonville 
Port Authority (“JAXPORT”) in its application to the U.S. Department of Transportation 
Maritime Administration’s Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) Discretionary Grant 
Program.  
 
In connection with this project proposal, SSA Atlantic, Crowley Maritime and with the support 
from JAXPORT will undertake multiple project components to reduce the emissions and 
environmental impacts of port cargo handling operations across two marine terminals along the 
St Johns River; the Talleyrand Marine Terminal and the Jacksonville International Gateway 
Terminal at Blount Island to develop a replicable strategy for transitioning the port and its 
supporting maritime operations to zero-emission and electric technologies. When complete, the 
project will constitute one of the largest port decarbonization efforts in the nation and provide an 
actionable roadmap for transitioning the Region’s port and maritime industries to zero-emission 
technologies. 
 
The project includes five primary components enabling substantial emissions reductions: 1) 
installation of electrified racks/stacks for refrigerated containers (reefer racks) to increase cargo 
throughput and reduce energy demand, 2) procurement of hybrid-electric rubber-tired gantry 
cranes to increase cargo capacity and reduce fuel consumption, 3) procurement of battery-
electric high-capacity forklifts and battery-electric yard hostlers/tractors to reduce emissions and 
reliance on fossil fuels, 4) installation of high-power direct current (DC) fast charging stations 
and additional make-ready stub-outs supporting zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and 5) 
development of a scalable plan for transitioning the port towards zero-emission technologies. 
 
Equity and opportunity for all are central components of the project. The project will deliver 
emissions benefits to port communities identified as Areas of Persistent Poverty, Historically 
Disadvantaged Communities, and Empowerment Zones. Supporting the widespread adoption of 
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zero-emission cargo handling equipment at one of the nation’s fastest growing ports will 
improve air quality in these areas by reducing harmful air emissions. The project will also 
incorporate a Preferential Hiring Policy to encourage the hiring of installation, construction, and 
maintenance personnel from local low-income or disadvantaged communities, Areas of 
Persistent Poverty, or underserved populations. 
 
In future phases, JAXPORT and the project partners envision adding additional electric charging 
capacity, further deployments of zero-emission cargo handling equipment, and distributed energy 
resources to the terminals and at additional facilities throughout the port and the respective 
operations of SSA and Crowley. This would enable the expansion of resilient and efficient zero-
emission movement of goods and people through the Port and the Southeast. 
 
The project team expects that the Technical Advisors to the project will include representatives 
from the Region’s primary transportation planning agencies, including Florida Department of 
Transportation, North Florida Transportation Planning Organization, as well as representatives 
from lead environmental agencies, energy planning agencies, and clean air agencies as well as 
industry and community stakeholders. 
 
To meet our nation’s aggressive emissions reduction goals and address climate change while 
improving the efficiency of our domestic ports in a new world of increased demand for 
electricity, we must support groundbreaking projects such as that proposed by JAXPORT, SSA, 
and Crowley. This project not only supports near-term reductions in greenhouse gas emissions 
and pollution, but it also improves job opportunities and promotes long-term environmental 
sustainability, environmental justice and equity, energy security, energy efficiency, economic 
competitiveness, use of lower-carbon transportation, quality of life improvements, and safety. 
 
The project is consistent with the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy for the 
Region, which includes Advanced Transportation and Logistics as a Targeted Industry and also 
calls on the Region to “Amplify our leadership as a preeminent smart region.”  
 
I urge you to give this project your careful consideration. Please contact me if you have any 
questions at all about the Council’s support for this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Payne, AICP 
Chief Executive Officer 
(904) 279-0880 x133 
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